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Wrestling Federation of India

Affiliated to: Ministry of Youth AfTairs & Sports, Govt. of India
Indian Olympic Association
United World Wrestling

Dated: 24.06.2026
CIRCULAR

Subject: Request for Cooperation and Submission of Information for Talent Cluster
Analysis of Wrestling in India

This is to inform all stakeholders of the wrestling ecosystem that the Department of Sports,
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India has constituted a Committee for
conducting a comprehensive Talent Cluster Analysis of Wrestling Discipline in India with
the objective of identifying major wrestling talent hubs, assessing grassroots development
systems, evaluating coaching ecosystems, and strengthening athlete pathways from
grassroots to elite performance levels.

The Committee has been entrusted with collecting critical data and field-level inputs
relating to wrestling academies, akhadas, coaches, infrastructure, athlete performance
pathways, and operational challenges across the country. The findings of this exercise will
play an important role in shaping future policy interventions, resource allocation,
infrastructure development, and support mechanisms for the growth of wrestling in India.

However, it has been observed that in several instances, the requisite information is not
being provided in a timely and complete manner, which may adversely affect the quality
and comprehensiveness of the report.

In view of the above, all affiliated State Associations, recognized academies, akhadas,
coaches, and other stakeholders are requested to extend full cooperation to the Committee
and promptly furnish any information, data, records, or clarifications sought by the
Committee members or their authorized representatives.

Your cooperation is essential for ensuring that the rich wrestling tradition of India is
accurately mapped and that deserving talent at the grassroots level receives the recognition
and support required for future success at national and international platforms.

All concerned are therefore requested to treat such communications on priority and respond
expeditiously. Your active support in this national exercise is sincerely solicited.

L B
[Sanjay Kumar Singh]
President

Copy to: All Affiliated Units affiliated to WFI and All Wrestling Akharas &
Wrestling Fraternity
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Donation exempted U/S 80G, Vide No. DIT(E). 20002-W-142-02-9



Annexure
The Terms of Reference (ToR) of the aforementioned Committee are as following:

i. Undertake a comprehensive identification and mapping of talent clusters across the country
through analysis of athlete performance data from the National Championships over the last 10
years. The analysis shall primarily focus on athletes securing positions within the Top-10 rankings
in various categories across Sub-Junior, Junior, Youth and Senior National Championships, with the
objective of identifying:

Geographical talent clusters and emerging centres of excellence;
States, districts, academies and training centres consistently producing high-performing
athletes;

o Talent Development pathways till the SAI NCOEs and similar institutions like ASI, Pune
etc. and further to International competitions:

e Coaching ecosystems associated with sustained athlete performance; and

e Trends in taleat conceniration, progression and retention over the 10-year period.

il Map the athlete development ccosystem linked to the identified talent clusters, including
athlete-to-coach mapping, present place of training, institutional support systems and other enablers
contributing to high performance. A structured database of grassroots, intermediate and elite coaches
shall be developed based on athlete achievement analysis.

iii. Conduct-a gap analysis of the grassroots and developmental coaching ecosvstem within the
identified talent clusters, including assessment of;

Technical qualifications;
Availability and quality of infrastructure and equipment;

»  Access to sports science support;
o Competition exposure, and
e Key operatioral and developmental constraints.
iv. Recommend an integrated athlete and coaching pathway linking grassroots academies,

STCs, NCOEs and High-Performance structures to ensure continuity of technical philosophy, athlete
tracking and systematic progression of talent from identified clusters to elite levels.
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LITRE]
fawa: sma # Fech @or & wfasm Foreet Reewor g Gaar 3Ueet HUe Td WEANT WaT Sl & HaU
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ag A &har Srar & foF der fas7meT, Jar wrishs Td Wel FHATerd, T TR GaRT & 3 HAT Wel &
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erfica QYT 9127 §| 59 3eaTA & frsny srfasyr 7 i fHeAor, Tarers & Sgo e T e @el &
fasm & Agcaqol MR e g
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I fohar Sirar § b @ afAfa & weal st 3w sftepe sfaffedt #t sndfera aeea seres,
M@, 3HTHS T e AT FAa0r FHA W I F U 0T HeT Vet Y|
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J-17011/401/2026-K1D
Government of India
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
Department of Sports

JLN Stadium, New Delhi
Dated: 4_.Iunc, 2026

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Constitution of Committee in the Department of Sports on “Talent Cluster Analysis
of Wrestling Discipline” — reg.

A Committee with the following members is hereby constituted in this Department to study,
examine and deliberate on the Talent Cluster ecosystem of Wrestling in the country and to submit
its report with specific recommendations for improvement of the discipline’s ecosystem.

2 The composition of the Committee is as under:
[ Sr. No. Composition of Committee Role in the Committee
i. Smt. Ritu Pathik, ED Sonipat Chairperson
ii. Sh. Narendra Singh Ujjwal, DD, SAI Member Convenor
iii. Sh. K. Umesh Praveen Kumar, HPM, SAI Member .
v, Ms. Shilpi Sheoran, Assistant Coach, SAl Member
~¥. | Sh. Giridhar VR, Coach Member o
i vi. Sh. Vinod Kumar, Chief Coach, WFI Member
[ vii. Sh. SB Prasad, Coach, Indian Air Force Member .
viii | Sh. Emzarios Bentinidis, Expert, WFI Member

The Terms of Reference for the Committee is enclosed.

(Y

4, The above Committee shall submit its report within 15 days from the date of its constitution,

Q@

Encl: As above (O.P. Chanchal)
Under Secretary to the Government of India
Tel: 011-2436-1821

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

To
All Committee Members
Copy to:
. OSD to Secretary (Sports)

2. PPS to JS (Khelo India), D/o Sports
3. DDG, Khelo India, SAI
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